
 
St. James Episcopal Church * Morning Prayer  

Worship Leader  Bruce Louwagie  

   
Processional Hymn   (H686) Come, thou fount of every blessing 

 
Opening Acclamation:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.    
 
Confession  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor   BCP 79 
 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and be what we have left undone.  We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name.  Amen 
 
Absolution Prayer         BCP 80 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 



 
The Invitatory and Psalter       BCP 80 
 
 Lord, open our lips 
 And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen  
 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him. 
 
Jubilate                 BCP 82 
 Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; serve the Lord with gladness and come before 
his presence with a song.  Know this: The Lord himself is God; he himself has made us, 
and we are his; we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.  Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving’ go into his courts with praise; give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting’ and his faithfulness endures from age to 
age.  
  

Psalm 1 

Beatus vir qui non abiit 

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, * 
and they meditate on his law day and night. 

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 
everything they do shall prosper. 

4 It is not so with the wicked; * 
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, * 
but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

 

 
The Lessons 



First Lesson:  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 
Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who 
arrested Jesus-- for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry. 
So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 
and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 
from us-- one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection." So they proposed 
two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they 
prayed and said, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two you 
have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 
aside to go to his own place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and 
he was added to the eleven apostles. 

  

 

Second Lesson: 1 John 5:9-13 
If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of 
God that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the 
testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not 
believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. And this is the 
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may 
know that you have eternal life. 

 
 
 
 Gradual Hymn:  (H685) Rock of ages, cleft for me 



 
 
Third Lesson: John 17:6-19 
Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave 
to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are 
yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now 
I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded 
them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture 
might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so 
that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and 
the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to 
the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them 
from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have 



sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be 
sanctified in truth.” 

 
The Sermon:  
This morning, we hear that peculiar little story from Acts. It’s generally overlooked, but 

since it’s about anxiety, and these are anxious times all around, it can be a bit 

comforting. 

Here’s what’s going on: The time is somewhere during the ten days between the 

Ascension and Pentecost. Luke’s Gospel—and remember, Luke wrote Acts, where this 

story is recorded—says, and Acts repeats, that Jesus’ very last words to the Apostles 

before his Ascension were that they were to remain in Jerusalem and wait for 

something special to happen—for them to be baptized with the Holy Spirit. Well, the 

disciples didn’t know it then, but they had just over a week to wait—Pentecost was just 

around the corner. But, again, they didn’t know that. They just knew that Jesus had told 

them to stay in Jerusalem and to wait. 

Don’t you just hate it when that happens? There they were, stuck in an in-between 

time, a time right after something important—the Resurrection and the Ascension—had 

happened, but before anything else had happened. And they didn’t have anything to 

do; they were just stuck there, waiting. 

I suspect we can all relate to that. It’s no fun. 

Well, as Luke tells this story, Peter, bless his heart, Peter just couldn’t stand it; Peter 

got anxious. This waiting stuff wasn’t for him, and besides, he probably hadn’t read 

Acts. So, Peter did what so many folks do when they have no idea what to do but feel 

like they have to do something: He called a meeting. In fact, he got the whole church 

together, every Christian in the world, all 120 or so of them. Then he did the next two 

things folks in his situation so often do. He gave a speech, and he formed a committee. 

In his speech, Peter, who seemed to go from fisherman to management consultant in 

one fell swoop, sets out an action plan—a plan to fix his anxiety by making things the 



way they were before—when everybody knew what to do, when there was no anxiety, 

no waiting, just normal life. 

Peter started out with the fact that there had always been twelve main apostles. 

However, Judas and the Crucifixion and Resurrection had messed that up; now there 

were only eleven. So, Peter proposed that they make everything just like it was in the 

good old days–like last week—and get themselves another apostle—right away, at this 

very meeting. 

It’s important to notice that Jesus never said anything about twelve being a magic 

number for apostles after the Resurrection. In fact, Jesus never said a word about this 

sort of administrative tinkering or anything like it. But none of that bothered Peter, and 

they had to do something, didn’t they? 

Of course, the rest of the folks went along. Why not? After all, Peter at least had an 

idea and a plan, and the same couldn’t be said about anyone else. Waiting, the way 

Jesus had asked, didn’t seem to count as an idea. So, they doubtless formed a 

nominating committee, and the nominating committee did its research and had its 

preliminary interviews and dutifully reported back to the committee of the whole with an 

approved slate of candidates. Next thing you know, they flipped a coin or drew straws 

or rolled dice or something and Matthias won—or lost, depending on which of the later 

legends about Matthias you want to believe—and he was added to the eleven 

apostles. The organizational chart was complete! 

So, there they were, happy as a fish with a new bicycle, back up to full strength in the 

apostle department—with Peter no doubt looking around for another organizational 

change he could make to keep everybody busy and give the appearance that real 

progress was being made. 

Well, as to what happened to poor Matthias—who had the dubious honor of filling 

Judas’ seat on the board—we have no idea. He was penciled into the tradition, but as 



far as the life, structure, governance, and operation of the Early Church were 

concerned, he played no role at all. 

But something did happen, and it happened within just a couple of days of Peter’s big 

meeting. Pentecost happened—just like Jesus had promised. The spirit of God moved 

its quiet thunder over the Church, and everything was different; everything was new. 

With Pentecost, God’s plan for the future of the Church—rather than Peter’s—began to 

unfold—and it was like nothing anyone could have predicted; it was like nothing that 

had ever happened before; it was far different and far bigger than anything even Peter 

could have ever imagined. The Spirit moved the Church with new power and new 

direction and new insight into completely new directions. The twelve, as a group, a 

body—including poor Matthias, who was only just learning the ropes—the twelve 

vanish from the records. 

To be sure, a few of them remained important for the Church for a few years, and later 

legend—mostly without biblical or historical support—has them, and lots of other 

evangelists, going all over the ancient world founding churches and dying horrible 

deaths. Of the 12 apostles, it seems 14 are reputed to be buried in Spain. We don’t 

know much about this part. 

But we do know that the early Church in Jerusalem was organized and operated for 

the next generations without the twelve and pretty much without Peter. All of Peter’s 

anxiety and all of his planning were swallowed up in the rush of the Spirit. 

It was the Spirit of God—and human affection, relationships, and devotion to the 

Lord—not administration, structure, or how many folks were in what department—that 

would ultimately shape the Church and make it a living witness to the Word of God in 

Jesus Christ. 

One hopes that, through all of this, good old Peter learned, at least for a little while, 

that, sometimes, anxiety notwithstanding, when it’s time to wait and see what God’s 



going to be up to, then the best thing to do is, well, wait and see what God’s going to 

be up to. 

So, perhaps our lesson today is that an in-between time is not a bad thing at all. It just 

is what it is—it’s a time to wait, a time to love one another, and a time to trust. It’s a 

time to expect that God will be faithful and loving, and to look forward in confidence to 

whatever wonderful things God has in store for us.  

So many of our times are in-between times, where we seem stuck in situations that just 

can’t last, that must lead to something, and we just want that something to happen so 

we can get on with it. So, we get anxious, quite regardless of what Jesus says about 

anxiety, and we want to do something, anything to move things along. We might even 

have some pretty good ideas about the best thing there is to do. 

At this point, things become a bit nuanced. To be sure, there are times when we do 

need to act, to change the situation—especially when it’s something about ourselves. 

But other times, we just need to wait—especially when it’s something we want or 

expect God to do. It’s tricky, and a matter for discernment. Nonetheless, we need to 

listen to the wealth of spiritual masters from the Psalms through the Early Church 

through C. S. Lewis, who, in Mere Christianity summed it up nicely and continues to 

say to us, perhaps optimistically, perhaps reproachfully, “I’m sure that God keeps no 

one waiting unless he sees that it is good for him to wait.” 

The Rev. James Liggett is the retired Rector of St. Nicholas’ Episcopal Church in Midland, Texas. He is a 

native of Kansas and a graduate of the University of Houston and the Episcopal Divinity School. He has served 

parishes in Kansas, Texas, and Oklahoma. He can be reached by mail at 3518 Hyde Park Ave.; Midland, TX 

79707, and by e-mail at Jim@liggetts.org. 

 

The Apostles Creed          BCP 96 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried.  He descended to the dead, On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 



living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  
Amen  
 
Peace of the lord be with you 
Announcements 
Offertory  Hymn:  WLP 812 “Here I Am Lord”

      
 



Offici
ant 

The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Offici
ant 

Let us pray. 

The Prayers 
The Lord’s Prayer          BCP 97 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen.  
       
Suffrage B          BCP98 
 

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
Day by day we bless you; 
We praise your Name for ever.  
Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
For we put our trust in you. 
In you, Lord, is our hope. 
And we shall never hope in vain. 
  

 
The Collect of the Day: O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your 
Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People,  Form  III  387 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 



That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 

 
The General Thanksgiving     101 
     

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 
thanks for all your goodness and loving kindness to us and to all whom you have 
made.  We bless you for your creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our 
Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  And, we pray, 
give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may 
show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 
selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all 
our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 
A Prayer of St.Chrysostem  
    

Amighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting 
us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.  
Amen 



 
Recessional Hymn 671   Amazing Grace  hymnal 

 
 

Go in Peace to love and service the Lord –  

Thanks be to God –  

 


