St. James Episcopal Church
Holy Eucharist December 15, 2024 The Reverend Marie Smith

The Opening Hymn  Prepare the way, O Zion. (H65)

| |
T 1

106 Prepare the Way, O Zion
€ | I t } t —F— T T —— { f i
- | ? ? | | | I 1 - ;
1 Pre-pare the way, O Zi - on,vour Christ is draw -ing
=2 He brings God’s rule, O Zi - on: he comes from heaven a -
3 Fling wide your gates, O Zi - on;:;your Sav - ior's rule erm-—
- s = - I N N N B | - U L
== = = - — - E= f ~ =]
' 1 | T I I’ I I T T T
—F— T — 1 t t —|
1 | - =
# = £ r & ezrf F
near! TLet ev-ery hill and val - lewy a lev - el WAN ap-
bove. His rule is peace and free - dom, and jus-tice, truth, and
brace, and tidings of sal - va - tion proclaimin ev - ery
= Jd 4 J 4 | [ J — JohHal
= T - - = - 1
= F— == —— = -]

| I I 1

— =

pear. Greet One who comes in elo - ry, fore —

love. Lift high your praise re-sound - ing, for

place. Aldl lands will bow re - joic - ing, their

= ? # - | _ | |
2= = | i L~ | :

arlen P Prics, 1080, alt.; © 1082 Hope Publishing Company, Caral

f
=
M mboken. 168T: arr, Amorican Lutheran Hymnat, 1930
106 Prepare the Way, O Zion
Feefr 3
Ve — e — = — S
& = =E = & - ? = FZ_EI
e - % £ &®  F
told in sa - cred sto - ry.
grace and joy a - bound - ing. O blest is Christ -who
ad - o - ra - tiom wvoic - ing.

A J J. DHd 4 J Jod & —
- - TP = = = —

- |
i 1 r t

14# . =) S | | O ;
> = - == : : = —
e I = | | I [ = =
came in God’s most ho - 13 name.
- J o J = R S R S SO NS R
EEa—— ==T==x - === = il
T T T T f T t 1 = =




Liturgy of the Word

Our service begins on page 355 in the Book of Common Prayer
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People His mercy endures forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you
People And also with you

Celebrant Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we
are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and
deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The First Lesson

Zephaniah 3:14-20

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
shout, O Israel!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!

The Lord has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
you shall fear disaster no more.

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak.

The Lord, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;

he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love;

he will exult over you with loud singing

as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you,

so that you will not bear reproach for it.
| will deal with all your oppressors

at that time.

And | will save the lame
and gather the outcast,

and | will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.



At that time | will bring you home,
at the time when | gather you;

for 1 will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,

when | restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the Lord.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

The Response

Canticle 9 Page 86, BCP

The First Song of Isaiah  Ecce Deus

Isaiah 12:2-6
Surely, it is God who saves me; *
I will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *
and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say, *
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *
and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *

for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Epistle

Philippians 4:4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ

Jesus.



Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s Church.
People Thanks be to God.
Gradual Hymn On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry. (H76)
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after John Chandler (1806-1876); alt.
Music: Winchester New, lody from Musicalishes Hand-Buch, 1690;
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The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ
The Gospel of the Lord

Luke 3:7-18

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin
to say to yourselves, "We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for | tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire."

And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them, "Whoever
has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do
likewise." Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what
should we do?" He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you."
Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages."

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; | am not worthy to
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon The Reverend Marie Smith
The Nicene Creed page 358

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

and of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,



God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People page 392 Form VI
Leader: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

(Silence)



Reader  For all people in their daily life and work;
People For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who
are alone.

Reader For this community, the nation, and the world;
People For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

Reader  For the just and proper use of your creation;
People For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

Reader For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
People For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the
needy.

Reader  For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
People For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

Reader  For Sean Rowe, our Presiding Bishop, Craig our Bishop; and
for all bishops and other ministers;
People For all who serve God in his Church.

Reader  For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
(The People may add their own petitions)

Reader Hear us, Lord;
People For your mercy is great.

Reader We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
(The People may add their own thanksgivings)

Reader = We will exalt you, O God our King;
People And praise your Name forever and ever.

Reader  We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in
your eternal kingdom.

(The People may add their own petitions)



Reader  Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
People Who put their trust in you.

The Confession page 360

Priest Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

People Most merciful God,
We confess that we have sinned against you
In thought, word, and deed,
By what we have done,
And by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
Have mercy on us and forgive us;
That we may delight in your will,
And walk in your ways,
To the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace page 360

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also, with you.
Announcements



The Holy Communion
Offertory Surely it is God who saves me (H679)

1 Surely it is God who saves me;
trusting him, I shall not fear.

For the Lord defends and shields me
and his saving help is near.

So rejoice as you draw water

from salvation's living spring;

in the day of your deliverance

thank the Lord, his mercies sing.

2 Make his deeds known to the peoples:
tell out his exalted Name.

Praise the Lord, who has done great things;
all his works his might proclaim.

Zion, lift your voice in singing;

for with you has come to dwell,

in your very midst, the great and

Holy One of Israel.

The Great Thanksgiving

God be with you.

And also, with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God,
Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his
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grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him

who died for us and rose again.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.



Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and
maker of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,



and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
The minister receives the Sacrament in both kinds.

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.]

Post Communion Hymn  Comfort, comfort ye my people. (H67)
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Words: Johann G. Olearius (1611-1684); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), alt.
Music: Psalm 42, lody Claude Goudimel (1514-1572) 87. 87. 77. 88




The Celebrant says, Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Recessional  Rejoice, Rejoice Believers (H68)
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Words: Laurentius Laurenti (1660-1722); tr. Sarah B. Findlater (1823-1907), alt.

Music: Liangloffan, melody from Hymnau a Thonau er Guasanaeth yr Eglwys yng Nghymru, 1865

The Dismissal

Priest:
People

76. 76 D

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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