St. James Episcopal Church * Morning Prayer
Worship Leader BC Franson

Processional Hymn 193 That Easter day with joy was bright

1 That Easter day with joy was bright: That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright
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The sun shone out with fairer light i — = ; :
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When, to their longing eyes restored, | That  Eas - ter day with  joy was  bright,
The apostles saw their risen Lord! 2. His ris - en flesh with ra - diance glowed;
- 3.0 Je - sus, King of gen tle - ness,
4. O Lord of all, with us a - bide
. . . . 5. All praise, to you, (0] ris en Lord,
2 His risen flesh with radiance glowed;
His wounded hands and feet He showed; | p4—— b=, i, -
Those scars their solemn witness gave DR S R —
. . The sun shone  out with fair er light,
That ChrlSt was risen from the grave' His wound - ed hands and feet he showed;
Who  with your  grace our  hearts pos - sess
In this our joy - ful East er - tide;
30 ]esus, Kll’lg of gentleness, Now both by heav’n and  earth a - dored;
With constant love our hearts possess "y , . ,
That we may give You all our days Gbt——=r —F —rF —
The tribute of our grateful praise. When  to their long - ing eyes re - stored,
Those  scars their sol - emn wit ness gave
That we may give you all our days
. . From ev - ry weap - on death can wield
4 0 Lord of all; with us abide To God the Fa - ther e - qual praise,
In this our joyful Eastertide;
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Your own redeemed forever shield. Thea - pos - tles  saw heir s - en Lord.
That  Christ was ris - en from the grave.

. . The will - ing trib - ute of our praise.
5Al praise to you, O risen LOI'd, Your own re - deemed for ev - er shield.
Now both by heav’n and earth adored: And Spir - it blest, our songs we raise.
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To God the Father equal praise,
And God the Spirit, now we raise!
Opening Acclamation: Alleluia! Christ is risen BCP 77
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Confession Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor BCP 79

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and be what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly

sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have

mercy on us

and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of

your Name. Amen

Absolution Prayer BCP 80

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesu

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter BCP 80

s Christ,




Lord, open our lips

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him.

Jubilate BCP 82

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; serve the Lord with gladness and come before
his presence with a song. Know this: The Lord himself is God; he himself has made us,
and we are his; we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with
thanksgiving’ go into his courts with praise; give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting’ and his faithfulness endures from age to
age.

Psalm 23

" The Lord is my shepherd; *
| shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.

4 Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

| shall fear no evil; *

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

> You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and | will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

The Lessons

First Lesson: Acts 4:5-12

5The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem,®with Annas the high priest,
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. "When they had made
the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do

this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, °if we are
questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this
man has been healed, "let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified,
whom God raised from the dead. ""This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it



has become the cornerstone.’ ?There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”

Second Lesson: 1 John 3:16-24

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one
another. ""How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or
sister in need and yet refuses help? '8Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth
and action. "*And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before
him

2whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything. 2'Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; ?2and we
receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.

ZAnd this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love
one another, just as he has commanded us.?*All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he
abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

Gradual Hymn 892(893 or 894 depending on melody) WLP

1 Splendor and honor, majesty and power,
are yours, O Lord God, fount of every blessing,
for by your bidding was the whole creation called into being.

2 Praised be the true Lamb, slain for our redemption,
by whose self off ring we are made God'’s people:
a priestly kingdom, from all tongues and nations, called to God’s service.

3 To the Almighty, throned in heav’'nly splendor,
and to the Savior, Christ our Lamb and Shepherd,
be adoration, praise, and glory given, now and forever.

Third Lesson John 10:11-18

"l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. '?The hired hand,
who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep
and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. *The hired hand runs away because
a hired hand does not care for the sheep. '*| am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own
know me, just as the Father knows me and | know the Father. And | lay down my life for the
sheep.'®l have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. | must bring them also, and they will listen



to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. "For this reason the Father loves me, because
| lay down my life in order to take it up again. '®No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own
accord. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up again. | have received this
command from my Father.”

Sermon

The word “shepherd” comes through strongly this morning. We hear the word a total of seven times,
and it's a familiar image — Jesus as a shepherd is frequently depicted in scripture and art. Psalm 23 is
the most familiar psalm, with people often turning to it for comfort at a funeral. And yet, though we
hear about Jesus, the good shepherd, laying down his life for us, his sheep — do we really even know
what that means?

Most of us don’t regularly interact with sheep — certainly not as often as those who lived in Jesus’
time. When we conjure the image, it's likely one of a clean, light-skinned Jesus dressed in a white
robe, carrying a lamb on his shoulders. Perhaps the image is comforting, but | have to wonder —is
that what Jesus meant for us to think of?

The reality of sheep is quite different than the dream of them. For example — sheep are not easy to
train. They are simple, gentle spirits who scare easily. They love to rub their bodies against the sides
of fences when they are shedding, leaving clumps of wool behind. There are often a few internal
leaders in a herd — but the majority of sheep are happy to follow. Their depth perception isn’t very
good — so they often have to rely on someone showing them the way through a gate. Most of the time
they’re quiet, with a few contented bleats — but if you’ve caught them, and they don’t want to be
caught, they scream. Maybe you’ve heard that once or twice in your life. If you haven't, rest assured
that the volume is surprising!

The picture we have in our minds of Jesus as the good shepherd often inadvertently paints us as
being good sheep, somehow. When Jesus is depicted carrying a lamb on his shoulders, | think it is
likely that the lamb is bleating for dear life — perhaps even wriggling around, trying to get free. Maybe
if we're honest with ourselves, we might find that closer to our own experiences, too. Maybe you like
to believe that when Jesus carries you, you are well-behaved and soft — that you know God knows
better than you do, and you’re willing to let go of control and allow God to work. In reality, though,
perhaps all of us bleat and wriggle a whole lot, finding it hard to give up control.

Though we know Jesus is the good shepherd, it can still be hard for us to fully trust him. All of the trite
little phrases — “Let go and let God!” or “Jesus, take the wheel!” — might be easy to say, but they are
not easy to do.

Another idea that comes up in a multitude of places in this morning’s readings is that of laying down
one’s life. In 1 John, John writes, “We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us — and we



ought to lay down our lives for one another.” The reading goes on, but let’s just stay with that for a
moment — let it sink in. We ought to lay down our lives for one another. Now, when we read that,
sometimes it sounds like John is asking us to be willing to die for one another. After all, that’s what
Jesus did. He laid down his life on the cross. But when we look at that idea expansively, we might find
more opportunities to figuratively lay down our lives.

We lay down our lives when we put someone else’s needs above our own. When we stay up late to
help a kid with their homework, or cook a meal for the family, even if we’re not that hungry. We lay
down our lives when we say “yes” to service in some way, giving our time to a good cause. We lay
down our lives, finally, when we give up control, when we stop wriggling and bleating and, instead,
relax, trusting that God is taking us to a good, green pasture, that God is leading us beside still
waters.

Laying down our lives is hard because it challenges our sense of ego. It requires us to know our place
as the sheep, not the shepherd. Sometimes, when we ask the question, “What would Jesus do?” we
put ourselves on par with God — forgetting that God is God and that we are not. We forget that God

is good beyond our imagining, kind beyond our understanding, instead making the mistake of
demystifying God, when sometimes being in awe of the mysterious Divine keeps us humble in our
faith.

When Jesus lays down his life for us, He is full of humble service. The good shepherd doesn’t fight off
the attackers; he doesn’t lock the sheep away, so as not to be harmed. The good shepherd travels
alongside us, willing to accompany us, to lay down and behave like us, to face death, just so we
would know we are not alone. Our shepherd is good, even though we might not be. We are sheep —
neither fully good nor fully bad. Perhaps annoying at times, perhaps simple at times. But who we

are pales in comparison to who God is.

Jesus is the good shepherd, and we are the sheep. We lay down our lives when we live into that
relationship, when we trust that our shepherd sees things we do not, and knows things we do not,
and has foresight that we do not. Our invitation this morning is, perhaps, to lay down those burdens
we have been carrying, to lay down our lives, to remember that Jesus is our good shepherd, and we
are all just sheep.

Revise that image you have of Jesus carrying the lamb on his shoulders and replace it with you. This
morning, be assured that Jesus is carrying us — carrying you — on his own shoulders. May that
knowledge — may that assurance be a blessing. Amen.

The Rev. Jazzy Bostock is a strong, proud, kanaka maoli woman.

The Apostles Creed BCP 96



I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended to the dead, On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.
Amen

Peace
Announcements
Offertory  (suspended)

The Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 97
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Suffrage B BCP98

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
Govern and uphold them, now and always.

Day by day we bless you;

We praise your Name for ever.

Lord, keep us from all sin today;

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Lord, show us your love and mercy;

For we put our trust in you.

In you, Lord, is our hope.

And we shall never hope in vain.

The Collect of the Day

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that
when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and
follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People, Form II1 387

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;



That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;

That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.

Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Silence

The General Thanksgiving 101

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble
thanks for all your goodness and loving kindness to us and to all whom you have
made. We bless you for your creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our
Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray,
give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may
show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our
selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all
our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St.Chrysostem



Amighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting
us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.
Amen

Recessional Hymn 188 or 189 depending on melody

1. Love's redeeming work is done,
fought the fight, the battle won.
Death in vain forbids him rise;
Christ has opened paradise.

2. Lives again our glorious King;
where, O death, is now thy sting?
Once he died our souls to save,
where thy victory, O grave?

3. Soar we now where Christ has led,
following our exalted Head;

made like him, like him we rise,

ours the cross, the grave, the skies.

Go 1n Peace to love and service the Lord —

Thanks be to God —



